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HS 
Diploma HS Completion

PSE 
Participation BA Receipt

Total 83.2 92.1 75.7 25.9
Socioeconomic Status

Lowest Quartile 64.1 77.3 52.1 6.9

Middle Two Quartiles 86.1 95.7 76.7 21.9

Highest Quartile 95.0 98.9 95.6 51.0

Race-ethnicity

Asian/Pacific Islander 97.8 99.1 94.8 45.7

Black, non-Hispanic 76.0 89.9 76.5 16.2
Hispanic 74.8 84.8 69.7 13.6

White, non-Hispanic 85.5 93.5 76.5 30.0

who goes to college?
Educational Outcomes for 1988 8th-Grade Students, 12-Years Later
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Does Race/Ethnicity Matter?

Race/Ethnicity

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Does Income Matter? Dependent 

Income

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Does Age Matter? Age

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Does Dependent Status Matter?
Dependency

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Does Educational Legacy Matter?
Parentsô

Highest 

Level of 

Education

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Does Risk Matter? Risk Factors

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Å part-time enrollment

Å delaying entry into 

postsecondary education 

after high school

Å not having a regular high 

school diploma

Å having children

Å being a single parent

Å being financially 

independent of parents

Å working full time while 

enrolled.
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Does Attendance Status Matter? 

Attendance

Status

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Does Work Matter? 

Hours worked 

per week 

(in 2003-04)

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Do Degree Plans Matter? Degree plans

In 2003-04

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Does Delayed Enrollment Matter? 
Delayed 

enrollment

SOURCE: EPI analysis using NCES PowerStats 1.0; All BPS students enrolled in 2003-04 by 2008/09
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Challenges to College Attainment



www.educationalpolicy.org

What are the barriers to college?

ÅCollege Knowledge

ÅCareer Counseling

ÅAcademic Preparation

ÅCollege Costs

ÅCultural Barriers

ÅStructural Barriers
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College Knowledge
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Planned PSE Enrolled Immediately Enrolled w/2 Years

Race Ethnicity

Asian/Pacific Islander 98 78 86

Hispanic 97 58 71

Black 96 60 71

White 97 67 76

Family Income

Low Income 94 53 64

Middle Income 97 69 79

High Income 99 87 93

Parents Highest Level of Education (Educational Legacy)

High School or less 94 47 59

Some College 96 64 75

College Graduate 99 85 93

College Aspirations
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Career Counseling
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Academic Preparation
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*4-year college qualification index developed for NCES based on high school GPA, senior class rank, NELS 1992 
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SOURCE: Access to Postsecondary Education for the 1992 High School Graduates. (Washington, DC: U.S. 

Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1997), 29, Table 15.
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College Affordability
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benchmarks
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introduction

The objective of this study was to analyzing how 
private, for-profit institutions (career colleges) serve 
students, as measured by various educational 
outcomes, including retention (e.g., year-to-year 
persistence) and degree attainment.  Additional 
analysis examined the success of students with one 
or more risk factors. 

www.educationalpolicy.org www.imagine-america.org
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methodology

ÅTwo Databases

Å Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS: 
2006)

ï6,750 institutions, representing approximately 14 million 
students

ÅBeginning Postsecondary Students (BPS) Longitudinal Study

ï19,000 beginning students from 1,360 institutions

www.educationalpolicy.org www.imagine-america.org
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Age
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Race/Ethnicity
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Risk Factors
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Pell Eligibility
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Independent Students
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Educational Legacy
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First-Generation & Low-Income
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Persistence & Risk



www.educationalpolicy.org

Student persistence & attainment
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Student Retention
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Degree Attainment
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Graduation Rates
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Graduation Rates

by Income
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Graduation Rates
by Institutional 

Selectivity
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Graduation Rates
by race/ethnicity
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Graduation Rates
by 

race/ethnicity
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what does this all mean?
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what does this all mean?

ÅCareer colleges serve a disproportional sector of 
students who are:

ïOlder

ïEthnic Minorities 

ïLow-income

ïHave multiple risk factors

ÅThey are, for better or worse, more challenged to 
access higher education and succeed in higher 
education. 

www.educationalpolicy.org www.imagine-america.org
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what does this all mean?

¾From the data analyzed and presented, we can 
conclude:

üCareer colleges do a good job of helping students persist 
and attain a degree, especially viewed in light of the 
challenges presented by their students

üCareer colleges  do a better job with students who are less 
prepared for higher education than public institutions 

üCareer colleges, therefore, play a critical role in this new 
era of global competition and the re-engineering of the 
American workplace.

www.educationalpolicy.org www.imagine-america.org



www.educationalpolicy.org

9tL ¢ƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ [ŜŀǊƴ aƻǊŜΧ



www.educationalpolicy.org

EPI Retention Calculator
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EPI Institutional Student 
Retention Assessment


